DOG BITE PREVENTION

What You Should Know!

WHY DO DOGS BITE?
The tendency for dogs to bite can be the product of many
factors. Some breeds have a genetic disposition towards
aggressive behavior. Factors that can increase the tendency
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Warning Signs

The type and number of warning signs a dog may
give can vary. Small children (and some adults)
don't recognize a warning when they see or hear
one. A very young child (under age six) doesn't
necessarily know what a growl means. It's
important fo remember that what is obvious to
an adult, isn't always understood by a child.

Adult supervision is essentialll It isup to the
adult to keep the child safe from a dog and the
dog safe from the child. Small children should

never be left alone with any dog, no matter how
reliable the dog has been before.

Warning signs a dog gives a child can come in
stages:

e A dog may start by just walking away from a
child that has begun to pet the dog. Walking
away can be considered a warning.

e If the child's behavior towards the dog

persists, the dog may growl next at the child.

e If the dog has tried to leave or has issued a
warning with no response from the child, the
dog has two choices-it can run away or it can
defend itself by biting.

Whatever the warning signs are that a
dog gives, all of them should be taken
very seriously.

What can you do?

There are several things you can do to help
prevent your child from being bitten. Teach
your children the following "DO’s and DON'Ts"
when it comes to dogs:

e DON'T hold your face close to a dog.

e DON'T approach a strange dog.

e DONT tease or startle a dog.

e DONT'T disturb a dog that is sleeping,
eating, or caring for puppies.

e DON'T run from or scream at a dog.

e DON'T stare a dog in the eye.

e DO be as still as possible and move away
slowly either backwards or sideways.

o If the dog knocks you over, roll into a
ball, cover your face and stay still.

e DO ask an adult before approaching a
strange dog.

Adults...you can also do the following:

e Keep all pet vaccinations up to date.

e Keep dogs on a leash when outside.

e Spay/Neuter your dog to help calm
them down.

e Socialize and train your dog.

The strongest weapon we have to protect
our children from dog bites is prevention!

For more information about injury prevention education and other programs offered through
St. Joseph's Children’s Advocacy Center, please call
(813) 615-05889.
1401A East Fowler Avenue, Tampa, Florida 33612

Sources: The Humane Society of the United States, 2003; Michael Bermant, MD, 2003; Dumb Friends League, 2000; Dog Owner's Guide, 1993
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